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DETAILED ACTION 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Donald L. Andruska on 6/28/2005. 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method to establish preferred business partners via a 
communication network, the method comprising: 

electronically providing a vendor certification program comprising a curriculum 
via the communication network on a fee basis; 

electronically receiving a notification, from an entity administering the vendor 
certification program, that a vendor has successfully completed the vendor certification 
program; and granting certified vendor status by the entity.upon the vendor indicated in 
the notification, 
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wherein the certified vendor status confers preferential consideration to the 
vendor during acquisition decisions by the entity. 

2. (original) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon computer- 
executable instructions for implementing the method of claim 1 . 

3. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the curriculum is based on subject 
matter expertise possessed by the entity. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: undertaking an acquisition 
decision; 

accessing information regarding a plurality of vendors, the plurality of vendors 
comprising at least one vendor having certified vendor status; and 
providing preferential consideration to the at least one vendor having certified vendor 
status when resolving the acquisition decision. 

5. {original) The method of claim 1, wherein the vendor comprises a plurality of 
personnel, and wherein granting of the certified vendor status further comprises 
granting variable levels of certified vendor status such that increasing numbers of the 
plurality of personnel that have successfully completed the vendor certification program 
confers increasing levels of preferential consideration. 

6. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising providing the vendor 
certification program, at least in part, via a public communication network. 

7. (original) The method of claim 6, further comprising providing the vendor 
certification program, at least in part, via either of an Internet or World Wide Web 
communication network. 
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8. (original) The method of claim I, further comprising providing the vendor 
certification program, at least in part, via a private communication network. 

9. (currently amended) A method, via a communication network, for a vendor to 
obtain preferred status from an entity, the method comprising: 

electronically registering for a fee-based vendor certification program provided by 
the entity, wherein the vendor certification program comprises a curriculum; 

successfully completing the curriculum via the communication network; and 
receiving, from the entity, a notification of certified vendor status in response to 
successful completion of the curriculum, 

wherein the certified vendor status confers preferential consideration during 
acquisition decisions by the entity. 

10. (original) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon computer- 
executable instructions for implementing the method of claim 9. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 9, wherein the curriculum is based on subject 
matter expertise possessed by the entity. 

12. (original) The method of claim 9, wherein the vendor comprises a plurality of 
personnel, and wherein receiving the certified vendor status further comprises receiving 
variable levels of certified vendor status such that increasing numbers of the plurality of 
personnel that have successfully completed the vendor certification program results in 
increasing levels of preferential consideration. 

13. (original) The method of claim 9, further comprising successfully completing 
the vendor certification program, at least in part, via a public communication network. 



Application/Control Number: 10/056,569 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3621 

14. (original) The method of claim 13, further comprising successfully completing 
the vendor certification program, at least in part, via either of an Internet or World Wide 
Web communication network. 

1 5. (original) The method of claim 9, further comprising successfully 
completing the vendor certification program, at least in part, via a private communication 
network. 

16. (original) An apparatus to establish preferred business partners via a 
communication network, the apparatus comprising: 

a network interface for communicating with the communication network; at least 
one processor coupled to the network interface; and 

at least one memory device, coupled to the at least one processor, having stored 
thereon executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, 
cause the at least one processor to: 

provide a vendor certification program comprising a curriculum via the network 
interface on a fee basis; 

provide a notification that a vendor has successfully completed the vendor 
certification program; and 

store information regarding certified vendor status based on the successful 
completion of the vendor certification program. 

wherein the certified vendor status confers preferential consideration to the 
vendor during acquisition decisions by an entity. 
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17. (original) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the curriculum is based on 
subject matter expertise possessed by the entity. 

18. (original} The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the curriculum is stored in the at 
least one memory device. 

19. (original) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the network interface 
communicates with a public communication network. 

20. {original) The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the network interface 
communicates with either of an Internet or World Wide Web communication network. 

21 . (original) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the network interface 
communicates with a private communication network. 

22. (currently amended) A system whereby an entity establishes relationships 
with vendors via a communication network, the system comprising: 

an electronic learning management component, operatively coupled to the 
communication network, that administers a vendor certification program on behalf of an 
entity; and 

at least one database, coupled to the learning management component, 
comprising a curriculum offered as part of the vendor certification program, and 
comprising information indicating that a vendor has certified vendor status after 
successfully completing the curriculum thereby entitling the vendor to preferential 
consideration during acquisition decisions by the entity. 

23. (original) The system of claim 22, wherein the curriculum is based on subject 
matter expertise possessed by the entity. 
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24. (original} The system of claim 22, further comprising: 

a delivery component, coupled to learning management component, for delivering the 
curriculum to the vendor. 

25. (original) The system of claim 22, further comprising: 

a financial transaction component, coupled to the learning management 
component, that handles payment by the vendors for participation in the vendor 
certification program. 

26. (original) The system of claim 22, wherein the network interface 
communicates with a public network. 

27. (original) The system of claim 26, wherein the network interface 
communicates with either of Internet or World Wide Web networks. 

28. (original) The system of claim 22, wherein the network interface 
communicates with a private network. 

29. (currently amended) An apparatus for a vendor to obtain preferred status 
from an entity via a communication network, the apparatus comprising: 

a network interface for communicating with the communication network; at least 
one processor coupled to the network interface; and 

at least one memory device, coupled to the at least one processor, having stored 
thereon executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, 
cause the at least one processor to: 

electronically receive a curriculum included in a vendor certification program 
offered by the entity via the communication network; 
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receive, from the entity, a notification of certified vendor status in response to 
successful completion of the curriculum, 

wherein the certified vendor status confers preferential consideration during 
acquisition decisions by the entity. 

30. (original) The apparatus of claim 29, wherein the curriculum is based on 
subject matter expertise possessed by the entity. 

31 . (original) The method of claim 29, wherein the network interface 
communicates with a public communication network. 

32. (original) The method of claim 31 , wherein the network interface 
communicates with either of an Internet or World Wide Web communication network. 

33. {original) The method of claim 29, wherein the network interface 
communicates with a private communication network. 

34. (currently amended) A method for an entity to establish preferred business 
partners via a communication network, the method comprising: 
electronically providing a vendor certification program comprising a curriculum 

via the communication network on a fee basis; 

electronically receiving a notification that a vendor has successfully completed 
the vendor certification program; and 

granting certified vendor status upon the vendor indicated in the notification, 
wherein the certified vendor status confers preferential consideration to the vendor 
during acquisition decisions by the entity, 

wherein the curriculum is based on subject matter expertise possessed by the 
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entity; 

undertaking an acquisition decision; 

accessing information regarding a plurality of vendors, the plurality of vendors 
comprising at least one vendor having certified vendor status; and 

providing preferential consideration to the at least one vendor having certified 
vendor status when resolving the acquisition decision. 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As per claims 1 , 9, 1 6, 22, 29 and 34, the closest prior art of record U.S. Patent 
6,397,1 97 B1 Gindlesperger, teaches about vendor's databases that have a plurality of 
vendors with each of their respective capabilities that could be required by a buyer. 
Gindlesperger discloses preferential treatment of vendors in their databases that have 
specific capabilities that they need and want. Gindlesperger, taken either individually or in 
combination with other prior art of record fails to teach or suggest an entity that not only 
provides a vendor certification program for a fee but, confers preferential consideration 
to the vendor during an acquisition decision by the entity, for a service, for the entity. 

The specific allowable feature, which distinguishes the present invention 
over the prior art is that the entity that provides a certification program for a fee, confers 
preferential consideration to the vendor during an acquisition decision by the entity, for a 
service, for the entity. The prior art separates the entity providing the certification for a 
fee from an entity granting a vendor preferential consideration because they have a 
certification in a program that they need a certified vendor to provide the purchase 
requirement. 
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Claims 2-8, 10-15, 17-21, 23-28, and 30-33 are dependent upon Claims 1, 9, 16, 
22, and 29 respectively and thus have all the limitations of Claims 2-8, 10-15, 17-21, 23- 
28, and 30-33 are dependent upon Claims 1 , 9, 16, 22, and 29 respectively and are 
thus allowable for that reason.. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel L. Greene whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6707. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thur. 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Daniel L. Greene 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 

7/5/2005 




